O H I O VA L L EY H I S TO RY
of loyalties, ambitions, conflicts, and moral systems in early America. Zebulon Pike may not always have known where in the Rockies he was, or who he was working for, but his valor was in service of American values he held dear. I am heartened that people like him usually found their way out of the woods when they were lost, usually with a lot of help from others, and Orsi's book goes far to tell us how-and why their stories matter. Chapter 1 details Harrison's early career in the context of the Ohio frontier during the 1790s. Skaggs acquaints his readers with the military lessons Harrison learned during that time that proved useful twenty years later: the need for training and drilling troops and also incorporating regular and volunteer units into a campaign; the best methods for organizing and conducting a campaign, including the necessity of logistical support; and the importance of proper communication between all levels of military command as well with those making diplomatic policy (42). In chapter 2, Skaggs takes readers up to and through the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. He surveys Harrison's political career as territorial secretary, congressional delegate, and territorial governor. The chapter provides a brief, yet excellent analysis of American relations with the Indians, describing the young republic's policy as a paradox in which the "quest for settlement expansion…con-flicted with the desire…to treat the natives honorably" (55). These interactions created a crisis in native culture, which in turn spurred the rise of Tenskwatawa and Tecumseh. Chapter 3 continues the story, taking readers into the messy political aftermath of the Battle of Tippecanoe, in which Harrison was eventually promoted to major general. In chapter 4, Skaggs details Harrison's goals and actions in the fall and winter of 1812-13. He had ambitious plans to build an army, break the Indian siege of Fort Wayne, retake Detroit, and capture the adjoining portions of Upper Canada, destroy the hostile Indian forces in Illinois and Indiana, and recapture Fort Michilimackinac, but these were hampered by the logistical and personnel challenges of conducting a war in a remote wilderness area while his superiors in Washington wanted to run that war on the cheap (109, 115). This chapter is more than fifty pages long and arranged in topical, rather than chronological order, which may leave the reader somewhat disoriented. The end result is clear, however: Harrison was not able to relieve Gen. James Winchester in time to prevent the defeat of more than half of his army at Frenchtown in January of 1813 (149).
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The massacre along the River Raisin spurred the events that Skaggs discusses in chapter 5. Harrison ordered the construction of Fort Meigs as a means of defending Ohio from the British and serving as a supply depot for the planned attack on Detroit (155). The chapter describes how the fort withstood two British and Indian sieges during the first months of 1813, signifying the success of Harrison's plans. Chapter 6 examines the American victories on Lake Erie and in Upper Canada in the fall of 1813. Skaggs explores the complexities of the coordination between Harrison and Oliver Perry that led to the naval victory that September. He then details the Battle of the Thames in October. He asserts that without these victories, the British may have not been willing at the Treaty of Ghent to maintain the national boundaries as they had been before the war; this victory also ended significant native resistance in the Old Northwest as well as native hopes of British assistance (215, 243).
Chapter 7 takes readers through the onceagain messy political aftermath of the Detroit campaign, which saw Harrison resign his command in May 1814. Skaggs also draws some insightful conclusions about Harrison and the American military tradition. One of his key goals, as stated in the preface, is to provide a "reinterpretation of the employment of the often maligned volunteer soldiers" (xii). The book's emphasis throughout on how Harrison believed in and relied on volunteers as well as regulars provides strong evidence for this argument, and Skaggs sums that argument up in this final section. Indeed, the author notes that the "War of 1812 is the last American war in which the senior generals would be prominent citizens rather than professional soldiers" (244). Harrison is certainly a personification of the Jeffersonian tradition of O H I O VA L L EY H I S TO RY the citizen-soldier, even as he points ahead to the development of an effective standing army (243).
Skaggs's narrative is engaging, well researched, and remarkably detailed. The author makes effective use of William Henry Harrison's published papers, something no military biographer of Harrison has had access to before (xi, 291). He also engages well with the enormous body of secondary literature. The volume also includes numerous helpful maps. Unfortunately, the narrative is not entirely free of typos, but thankfully these are not many or serious. For Skaggs, William Henry Harrison personifies the American conquest of the Old Northwest (245). This book gives Old Tippecanoe his due, making him more important to American history than just the Battle of Tippecanoe.
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Remember Me to Miss Louisa
Hidden Black-White Intimacies in Antebellum America
Sharony Green C incinnati, located in the free state of Ohio but on the border of slave state Kentucky, played an important role in the history of slavery and abolitionism. The city often served as "way station" where "recently freed people assessed their options" (4). This transitional nature allowed it to be an ideal home for freedwomen supported by their former masters. These relationships are the focus of Sharony Green's first book, Remember Me to Miss Louisa. Centering primarily on the relationship between Rice Ballard and his former slave Avenia White, who lived in Cincinnati, and Louisa Picquet, as a model of former enslaved women who had relations with white men, Green seeks to complicate our understanding of black-white relationships in the antebellum United States. She sees the women in these relationships emerging "as both victors and victims, immoral and upright, enslaved and indeed free with white men's help" (132). Green argues that "intimacy" between white men and their slaves was complicated and some of these white slave-owning men who "loved" enslaved women acted to help these women and their children survive the challenges of slavery and racism in the years surrounding the Civil War (2).
Green uses a variety of sources to facilitate an understanding of intimate cross-racial relationships largely hidden from the public: correspondence, diaries, news reports, and government records. She acknowledges the weaknesses in her sources. There is a lack of material created by people of color, particularly women and children. Similarly, white male slaveowners had much to lose if their support of freedwomen was revealed. Because of these constraints, Green uses the few voices available in the source material to represent a presumably larger contingent of likeminded people. However, this weakens her conclusions, particularly on the claim of autonomy for these freedwomen who had to rely on their former masters for funds to pay their rent and feed their children. Are they truly choosing intimate relationships with
